
GIRARD WINERY - A STORY OF NAPA VALLEY

THIRTY YEARS AFTER FIRST PLANTING ITS VINEYARDS, Girard continues 
to produce wines re�ecting the quality that has made Napa Valley the most famous 
New World wine-growing region in the world. Napa Valley's rise to fame was 
punctuated by a renaissance that began at the same time Girard was setting down its 
own roots.

THE VALLEY'S BENCHMARK YEAR OCCURRED IN 1976, 
when a panel of French judges blind-tasted their own wines 
against a few upstarts from Napa. Much to everyone's surprise, 
the California wines won �rst place in both the white and red 
wine categories. Despite French howls of protest, the now 
famous Paris Tasting �rmly established California on an equal 
footing with its Old World counterparts.

TODAY, GIRARD IS EXPERIENCING A SIMILAR REBIRTH 
of sorts. Longtime California vintner Pat Roney purchased the 
winery shortly after the new millennium. Roney's career in wine 
began as a sommelier at Chicago’s renowned Pump Room, where

he worked during and after college. Later he returned to his native California and 
eventually he took up the reins of two wineries: �rst as president of Chateau St. Jean,

AT GIRARD, RONEY CONTINUES THE TRADITION of 
making Chardonnay and Cabernet-based wines. But he is also 
expanding Girard's varietal focus to Zinfandel and Petite Sirah 
grown on century-old vines that dot the Napa countryside.

and later as president of Kunde, both in Sonoma Valley.

o�ers ideal conditions for Chardonnay.  With the right grapes
from the right locations, Girard o�ers a lineup that features both power and �nesse - 
key words in California wine.
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AS IT HAS BEEN IN THE PAST, Girard's goal is to highlight 
the �avors of Napa Valley and its rich, ripe grapes. A small 
portion of the winery's portfolio also comes from grapes grown 
in Sonoma's upscale Russian River Valley, where cool weather


